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of acute poisoning’’Dear Editor
I read with interest the review article done by van Hoving et al.
published in your journal.1 This is a good review of basic emer-
gency management of acute poisoning and it can be recom-
mended for anyone who would like an invaluable quick
review of basic toxicity management. However, two points
should be born in mind. Firstly, the authors’ suggestion that
phenobarbitone poisoning is a possible indication for urinary
alkalinization (UA) is not supported by the current literature
as a recent systematic review has concluded that UA appears
to be ineffective in all types of barbiturate poisoning.3 Sec-
ondly, UA cannot be recommended as the ﬁrst line treatment
in cases of phenobarbital poisoning since multiple-dose acti-
vated charcoal is superior.2
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